
From Rhetoric to Reality 

The Need for a More Honest 
Debate about Immigration 



Foreign Born as Percent of Total U.S. Population
1850-2005
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Migration Follows Trends in U.S. 
Employment Rate 
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Annualized Immigration Employment Rate
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The Percent of Americans without a High School Degree Has Been 
Falling for Almost 70 Years 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



 Foreign-Born Proportion of U.S. Workers by 
Education Level, 2005 
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Foreign-born workers are concentrated at the top and bottom of the 
education distribution relative to native-born workers. 



Incarceration Rates of Males Age 18-39 
by Pan-Ethnic Category & Nativity, 2000
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